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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER â€¢ Danielle Steel fearlessly tackles a catastrophe and its

aftermath with characters who are joined together by accident, then share their vulnerabilities,

regrets, losses, and hopes. Â  Hurricane Ophelia is bearing down on New York City. And in a matter

of hours, six people, along with their families, friends, and millions of other New Yorkers living

around them, will be caught up in the horrific flooding it unleashes. Â  Ellen Wharton has flown into

New York from London, regardless of the weather and her husbandâ€™s worry. The successful

interior designer is intent on seeing her lively architect mother and has an important personal

appointment to keep. But despite Ellenâ€™s urging, when the storm hits, seventy-four-year-old

Grace Madison refuses to leave her Tribeca apartment in the midst of the evacuation zone, and

they must eventually wade through chest-high water to the police boats outside.  Â  British

investment banker Charles Williams is traveling on business but is also eager to see his young

daughters, who live with his beautiful, estranged ex-wife in SoHo. Desperate to find them, he checks

the shelters where thousands have taken refuge and runs into Ellen and her mother. Â  Juliette

Dubois, a dedicated ER doctor, fights to save lives when the generators at her hospital fail. Â  NYU

students Peter Holbrook and Ben Weiss, living in a shabby downtown walkup, are excited by the

adventure of the approaching hurricane, refuse to evacuate, and settle in with junk food and beer

until their building threatens to collapse. Should they swim for it or not? Â  A day of chaos takes its

toll. Lives, belongings, and loved ones are swept away. Heroes are revealed as the city and New

Yorkers struggle to face a natural disaster of epic proportions. And then the real challenge begins,

as the survivors face their futures, with damage to repair and scars to heal. Â  Keenly observed and

brilliantly told, this is an unforgettable story that proves that while life can change in an instant, even

the darkest storm can bring forth courage, resilience, unexpected joy, and new life. And it reminds

us all that nature, at its fiercest, is a powerful force nothing and no one can resist.From the

Hardcover edition.
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--NOTE:Each of us likely see ourselves as brave and heroic, but we also may wonder if we're

capable of rising to the challenge posed by disaster. For a few of us, this novel may lead us to take

advantage of advice provided to us in advance for the next Sandy, Katrina, or whatever natural

disaster pops up.Quick & Dirty HighlightsAlthough this book is billed as romance and as women's

fiction, it has much broader appeal than that would indicate. These days, I suspect, more and more

men are interested in deeper topics than rampant rapists and murderers or apocalypse. Indeed, this

story is a human interest story. Writers of dystopian, apocalyptic fiction could improve their

storytelling by reading a tale such as this brought to us by Danielle Steel.To learn a bit more, read

on...Length: Print, 336; Audible, 7 hours 59 minutes. In my opinion, this is one of those books that's

better heard than read.Target Audience/Genre: Literary Fiction.Q - How was this book obtained?A -

Bought on . I added the Audible Whispersync at the time of purchase, saving a bundle.Q - Is this a

book that I can read without having to read others first?A â€“ This is a stand alone novel.Q - Are

there a lot of typos/misspellings, grammatical errors or other editing failures?A â€“ No.Q - Is this a

fast, easy read or is it more of a leisure read?A â€“ this can be read in two or three sittings. It's too

absorbing for commutes, in my opinion.Q - What sort of language does this writer use to amplify the

points made?A â€“ Adult English, including two f-bombs.Q - What age group is this suitable for?A - I

think this would be rated PG-13.
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